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A True 


— 


STATE 
TEMES 
CONTROVERSY © 
5 Betwixt the preſent | | 
Biſhop and Dean of CAR LIL E, 


| T ouchung the 4 | 
Regal Supzemacy. 
© 


Nov. 13. 1704. 

He Narrative, which you ſent me, concerning 
the Proceedings of the Biſhop of Carlile, in giv- 
ing Inſtitution to his new. Dean, came hither 

| likewiſe (by the ſame Poſt) from Cambridge; 

and we are told that ſeveral of your Southern Arch-Deacons 
have publiſh'd it in their late Viſitations. Many of thoſe 
Meaſures which Mr, Dean and his Friends are engaged in, 


for the Advancement of the Church's Honour and Them- 
ſelves, have been very ſurprizing to us; but none was 
A 


2 ever 


2 
ever more unaccountable than this: And yet, ſince they 
think it for their Service to have the Hiſtory of this Matter 
made publick, we are willing (for once) to fall in with 
them; and I have Leave to tell you, that you are entirely 
at Liberty to communicate the following Account of it 
to as many as you pleaſe. 


terbury came to Roſe-Caſtle in Cumberland, the 

Biſbop of Carlile's Houſe, and brought with him 
Her Majeſty's Letters Patents; whereof this is a true 
Copy: 


NN A, Dei Gratia, Angliæ, Scotiz, Fran- 
ciæ & Hiberniz Regina, Fidei Defenſor. 
c. Omnibus ad quos præſentes Literæ noſtræ per- 
venerint, ſalutem. Sciatis quod nos de Gratia noſtra 
ſpeciali, ac ex certa & ientia & mero Motu noſtris, 
Dedimus & Conceſſimus, ac per praſentes pro Nobis 
Heredibus oy Succeſſoribuus noſtris, Damus I Conce- 
dimus Dilecto nobis in Chriſto Franciſco Atterbury, 
ſac Theelogie Profeſſort & uni Capellanorum no- 

rorum in Ordinar' Decanat Eccleſiæ noſtre Cathe- 
dra! Carliolens' Dive per Ceſlionem, Dive 
per Reſignationem Gulielmi Grahme ſac 
Theolog* Profeſſor ultimi Decani ibidem, ad Deca- 
natum Eccleſiæ noſtre Cathedral” Wellens” jam 
wacantem, M ad noſtram Donationem pleno Jure 


ſpectan- 


O Friaay, the 15th of September laſt, Dr. Francis At- 
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3 
ſectantem; ac ipſum Franciſcum Atterbury De- 
canum Eccleſiæ Cathedral” Carliolens' predic” 
facimus, ordinamus oy conſtituimus, ter præſentes. 
Habend oy Tenend' Decanat predict Præfato 
Franciſco Atterbury, durante Vita ſua Naturali, 
una cum omnibus Faribus, Juriſdlictionibus, Liberta- 
tibus, Privilegits, Quotidian' diſtribution” Dividend” 
Excreſcend', Refection', Manſionibus, Domibus, Edi- 
ficiis, Terris, Tenementis, Pratis, Paſcuis, Paſturis, 
Hortis, Pomarits, Gardinis, Clauſuris, Boſcis, Subboſ- 
cis, Reddit Revencionibus & QServic'; cum omnibus 
+ omnimodis aliis Proficuis, Allocacion Commoditat 
Advantag Emolument' Heæreditament quibuſ- 
cunq; ad dictum Decanat pertinent” ſiue ſpectant vel 
qualitercunq; anneæat' vel impoſterum annezand'; a- 
deo plene, libere & integre, ac in tam amplis Modo of 
Forma prout præfat Gulielmus Grahme, aut ali- 
guis alius Predeceſſor ſuorum Decanatum predict” 


 babuit, tenuit vel gaviſus fuit, aut habere tenere vel 


gaudere debuit. Mandantes pro Nobis, Hæredibus, 
A Succeſſoribus noſtris, ac per præ ſentes firmiter in- 
jungend præcipientes Capitulo of Canonicis ibidem, 
ſeucuicunq; vel guibuſcunq; Poteſtatem in hac parte 
habent , vel habentibus ſuſſicient', quocunq; Neminevel 


quibuſcunq; Nominibus vocetur vel wcentur, quod 


4 


ad prædlict Decanatum prefatum Franciſcum At- 
terbury admittat vel admittant, ipſumq; Decanum 
ibidem, cum omnibus ſuis Juribus, Membris fy Per- 
tinentiis Univerſis, rite & legitime Inſtituat oy 
Inveſtiat, Inſtituant & Inveſtiant, ceteraque om- 
nia O fingula que in hac parte fuerint quomodolibet 
Opportuna oy Neceſſaria faciat & perimpleat, fa- 
ciant & perimpleant. Eo quod expreſſa Mentio de 
Lero Valore Annuo, vel de Certitudine alicujus Præ- 
miſſorum, aut de aliis Donis per Nos, ſeu per aliquem 
Predeceſſor' noſtrorum, prefato Franciſco Atter- 
bury ante hac factis, in preſentibus minime fucta 
exſtitent,aut aliquo Actu, Proviſione, five Reſtricti- 
one, in contrarium inde ante hac facta, aut aliqua alia 
Te quacunqʒ in aliquo non Obſtante. In cujus rei Jeſt- 
imonium has Literas noſtras fieri fecimus Patentes. 
Teſte Meipſa apud Weſtmonaſterium, decimo quin- 
to Die ſulii, Anno Regni noſtri Tertio. 


Clayton. 
Per breve de Privato g rgillo. 


The 


Ly 


The Ra ſures and Interpolations, &c. that evidently diſ- 
cover'd themſelves in theſe Letters Patents, ſeem'd very ex- 
traordinary; eſpecially when they muſt (withal) be ſup- 
pos'd to have been nicely examin'd by the Perſon who 
brought 'em, and whoſe accurate Skill in Records and 
Grants of this Nature had been frequently rely'd on as 
next to Infallible: Nor was it thought a common thing to 
ſee a Dignity in the Church beſtow'd on the 15th of Fay, 
and then declared to be vacant by Reſignation ; which 
(nevertheleſs) was not reſign'd before the 5th of Auguſt 
following. The Dean thought fit to Apologize for theſe 
Abſurdities, by ſaying, That he did not inſiſt upon the 
RESIGNATION, that Word (Inſignificant and Senſflef 
as it was) being only put in, to comply with the unreaſonable 
Fancy of a certain Great Man. I he Biſhop was as ready 
- as himſelf to wave theſe Objections; having, as he thought 
much weightier ones to make. He obſerv'd that her Maje- 
ſty's Commands were not directed to Him, but to the 
Chapter; and that tho? ſome of his Predeceſſors had given 
Inftitution upon ſuch Letters as theſe, he had (as he hum- 
bly conceiv'd) a Right to expect a more formal Preſentati- 
on. This Opinion was 1 upon the expreſs Words 
of King Henry the Eighth, in the Local Statutes of the 
Church of Carlile, which are theſe: Cum autem contigerit 
Offcium Decani, per Mortem, Reſig nationem, Pri vationem, 
vel Ceſſionem, vel alio quovis modo, in poſterum vacare, ⁊olu- 
mus ut ille =" Decano habeatur & acceptetur, Decaniq; OH. 
cio in omnibus fungatur, quem nos, aut Succeſſores noſtri, no- 


miuandum, eligendum, & præficiendum, perg; Literas Paten- 
tes, mag no Sigillo noſtro aut Succeſſorum At ee S/gillat as, 


EIS COO CARLEOLENSTITPrASENTAXN» 
| DUM 
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DUM eſſe duximus. Quem quidem Decanum ſic nominatum, 


electum, & PRESEN TATUM, po# Epiſcopi Inflitutio- 
nem, praſentes Canonici aſſument & admittent in Decanum 


perpetuum Eccleſie C athearalis Sanite Trinitatis Carleolen- 
ſis. Hereupon, the Letters Patents were received De be- 


me eſſe; the Biſhop declaring to reſt the Matter here, till 


(by Counſel learned in the Law) he ſhould be made ac- 
uainted, how far (or whether at all) he was obliged to 
pay Obedience to a Mandate in this Form. 


The Dean foreſeeing a Delay in his Buſineſs, and being 
heated with the Diſappointment, began to dictate to two 
Publick Notaries (there preſent) in a,very peculiar Man- 
ner: But on- of 'em took the Liberty of convincing him 


that he needed no Inſtructions, nor could eaſily be impos'd 


on, in the Duties of his Office, This unexpected Return, 


from a little Northern Actuary, was ſuch a Sur prize as cau- 


ſed a Calm; and, after a ſhort Pauſe, the Biſhop was humb- 
ly moved (on Suppoſition that the Learned in the Law 
might declare the Preſentation valid) to propoſe his other 
Conditions, if any were yet unmention'd, whereon he 
would be pleaſed to give Inſtitution. This Motion was 
ſeconded by the Vice-Dean, with whom Mr. Dean had 
{ojourn'd two Days on his Road hither ; and who had pri- 
vately aſſur*d the Biſhop that he found him extreamly well 


diſpos'd to anſwer his Expectations. Upon this Encou- 


ragement, a Tranſcript of the following Paragraph was 


produced; together with the ſubjoyn'd Form of Recan- 


tation: Which not only the Biſhop himſelf, but like- 
wiſe three of the Prebendaries then preſent, thought to 
be as modeſtly and favourably drawn up as the Caſe 
would bear, | 
The 
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* The Church here in England is unde; 
© the Government both of the Abſolute and 
Limited Soveraign : Under the Goyern- 
ment of the Limited Soveraign, within 


| © the Compals of his Prerogative; under 


the Government of the Abſolute Sove- 
© raign, without any Reſtraints or Bounds, 
© except what the Reveal'd Will of God and 
© the Eternal Rule of right Reaſon pre- 
© ſcribe. The Pope uſurp'd not only on the 
King, the Limited; but on the King and 
© Parliament, the Abſolute Soveraign: And 
* what was taken from him therefore was 
© not all thrown into the Prerogative, but 


' <reſtord ſeverally to its reſpective Own- 


© ers. See Rights, Powers, &c. Edit. 2. 
. 216: 


I do herebyopenly and freely revoke and 
renounce whatever in this Paragraph may 
reaſonably ſeem ro impeach Her Maje- 
ſty's Regal Supremacy, inherent in her Roy- 
al Perſon ; or any way neceſſarily to infer 
a Coordination with Her in the Soveraign- 
ty of this Realm. SY 

| * This 


<< 


This Paragraph is far from being the ſingle one in 


the whole Book, which the Biſhop thought liable to 


Exception; and which he always believ'd to contain 


ſuch Popular Doctrines as are very oppoſite to thoſe 
of the known Laws of this Realm, as well as the 


Enn: 


And this the Dean was ſufficiently aware of, where- 
fore having read over this Paper, he deſir'd (with a 
profound Shew of wp; and Humility) to know, 
Whether he might hope for Inſtitution upon a Re- 


_ vocation in this or the like Form. Having receiv'd 


ſuch an Anſwer as ſeem' d to pleaſe him, he farther 


requeſted the Loan of Pen and Ink, and Leave to with- 


draw to a private Room; giving all the Company 
fair Aſſurances of his making ſuch an immediate Re- 


ply as ſhould be to the Biſhop's ample Satisfaction. 


Accordingly, he withdrew; and (after an Hour's 
Retirement) came back with the following Remon- 
ſtrance, which he read tothe Biſhop with a New and 


Inſulting Air. 
X/ OUR Lordſhip demands of me, 


into the Deanery of Carlie, I ſhould make 
the preceding Recantation. In Anſwer 
to your Lordſhip's Demand, I humbly 
reply: OT, 


That, in Order to my Inſtitution | 


0 
1. That I offer to qualifie wy ſelf for In- 
« ftitution, by taking all thoſe Oaths, and 
making all thoſe Subſcriptions or Declara- 


tions, which are requir'd by any Law or 
Canon of this Realm, or Church of England. 


2. © That in the Paſſage cited by your 
< Lordſhip, I do not, after a very delibe- 
«rate Confideration of it, find any thing 


| © aflerted, which, upon a fair and candid 


© Conftruction of the Words, can reaſonabl 

© ſeem to impeach her a Royal Su- 
« premacy, inherent in her Royal Perſon, or 
any way neceſſarily to infer a Coordina- 
tion with Her in the Soveraignty of this 


| © Realm. 


2. * No Man living can be more ready 


| « thanl am to aſſert her Majefty's Suprema- 


© cy in the utmoſt Legal Extent of it, upon 


| © all proper Occaſions; or to retra& any 
| © thing which may have caſually drop'd 


* from my Pen, and may reaſonably ſeem 


co be inthe leaſt derogatory to it: But to 


B 2 do 


(10) 
© do this in order to obtain Poſſeſſion of the 
* Deanery of Carlile, which her Majeſty 
© hath granted me under the Broad Seal of 
* England; and after a Manner no ways,that 
I know of, preſcrib'd either by the Ca- 
© nons or Laws of Church or State, would, 
J apprehend, on my fide, be rather Inju- 
rious than ReſpeAtul to her Majeſty's Re- 
gal Supremacy and Prerogative : Inaf- 
much as it tends to Introduce and Eſta- 
©bliſh new Teſts and Qualifications un- 
known to our Conſtitution, and which 
i may (in future Times) be requir'd of all 
| * thoſe who ſhall have Grants from the 
|; | *Crown of this, or any other Deanery. 
ht © And therefore the ſureſt Mark of my Re- 
1 gard for the Queen's Regal Supremacy 
li * will, I preſume, be humbly (as I now do) 
N to defire your Lordſhip, that you would, 
iin Virtue of her Majeſty's Letters Patents 
i nov tender'd to your Lordſhip, grant me 
Iuſtitution to the Deanery of Carlile, 
if © without Delay, and without infiſting on 
| © any ſuch Retractation. Provided always, 
that your Lordſhip have full and ſuffici- 
8 =. 
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gent Right to grant ſuch Inſtitution to 


me, of which I cannot be ſuppos'd a com- 


* petent Fudge: And which Exception I 
« defire may be underftood, and included, 
in every thing I have done, or ſaid, to- 
< wards defiring Inſtitution from your Lord- 
© ſhip. And I humbly pray, that the No- 
© taries now preſent may draw up in Form 


© a Notarial Act of this your Lordſhip's De- 


mand, and my humble Reply. 
FRAN ATTERBURY, 


| Roſe-Caſtle, 
_ Sept, 15th, 1704. 


The 
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The Biſhop was under no ſuch Confuſion as the 
Dean's Friends (in their publick Narrative) have 
repreſented him, upon the Tender of this Humble Re- 
ply ; but, on the contrary verily believes that he was 
the leaſt ſurpriz d Perſon in the Room: For, tho? 
(to his knowledge) he had never before this day 
leen Dr. Atterhary's Face, he was no Stranger to the 
Temper. and Diſpoſition of the Man. He was glad 
to find that Mr. Dean diſown'd the Doctrine of Co- 
ordination; and hoped, that this Author himſelf 
would ſhortly convince him that the foremention'd 
Paragraph was capable of ſuch a candid Conſtructi- 
on, as that (when rightly and fairly Toterpreted) it 
wonld; not ſo much as Jeem*to Frmpeach ' Her Maje/t}”s 
Regal Supremacy : Which, as the Biſhop frankly 
and frequently proteſted, would pleaſe. him (cvery 
whit) as well as a Retractation. Very true it is, that 
the Dean (as his Advocates have publiſh'd from his 
own Letters) did refuſe to diſcourſe the Matter any 
farther with the Biſhop, or to clear his Doubts ; which 
was ſuch a Treatment as might, and perhaps did, 
occaſion ſomewhat of a Warmth. There were many 
other Particulars in the Dean's Book (relating to this 
fame Point of Supremacy) wherein the Biſhop wanted, 
and now hoped for, the Author's Help and Inſtru- 
Qtions: As, © | 


1. He would have reckon'd it an obliging Favour 

F Mr. Dean would have ſhewn him, why the Se- 
cond Canon muſt Neceſſarily be under ſtood 1 the Ring 
in Parliament only, ſince to him 'tis not fo Manife it, 
as 


oY 


as (it ſeems) it is to other People, that gur Rings, ont 

of Parliament, have not the ſame PowerF3n Eccleſiaſtital 

Matters as the antient Fmperours bad. 3s 

2. He would have been thankfil' for having 
this Aſſertion likewiſe explain'd to him, That 75 y 
Powers which were under ſtobd to belong to the Title of 
Sapreme Heads were taten away in the Fir ſt of Queen 
Mary, and never afterwards reuiv' d; | becauſe he has 
ever had a Setled Notion of theit being reviv'd in 
the very firſt Year of Queen Elizabeth, and grown 
up to Maturity in the eighth Year of that Reign. 


3. He would gladly have learn'd how it is to be 
prov'd, That the Supreme Spiritual Juriſdiction of this 
Realm, ſince the High Commiſſion Court was taken away, 
can be exerted no Otherwiſe than in Parliament: Or, 
how ſuch a Poſition as this 1s Reconcileable to the 
Modern Practice of Appeals to the Queen in Chan- 
cery, Commiſſions of Review, &c. 


4. The Supremacy's being Capable of ſeveral De- 
orees of Compariſon (lo as to be Greater in Parlia- 
ment than out of it) was another Piece of Doctrine 
that look'd New, and ſeem'd to want an Explana- 
tion. But Mr. Dean (ſay his Friends) refusd 


to diſcourſe the Matter any farther with the Biſhop, 
or to clear his Donbts : And, when after-wards (in 
obſervance of the Canon) his Orders and Teſtimonial 
were calPd for, he thought it enough (to prove 
himſelf in full Orders) to tell the Biſhop that he had 
been Collated to the Archdeacopry of Totneſs. How do 
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1, ſays the Biſhop, know that? Juſt , replyes the 


Dean, 4s I knowv that your Lordſhip is Biſhop of Carlile. 


Had the Powers and Occaſion of Enquiry been Equal, 


this might have paſs'd (ad Hominem) for a Proof of 
the Dean's being a Prieſt, till the Biſhop himſelf had 
produced better Evidence (than a bare Hear- ſay) of 
his being Conſecrated: But, how far ſoever the Dean's 
Friends may look upon this Anſwer as a Demonſtra- 
tion of his being in Orders, tis believ'd that few will 
reckon upon't as any. certain Argument of his Good 
Manners, The Teſtimonial therefore mght ſtill, as 
juſtly as ever, have been inſiſted upon: And yet 
the Biſhop, as theſe Reporters truly ſtate the Cale, 
ſoon after aflur'd him that he would not inſiſt upon his 
producing either Letters Teſtimonial or Orders. In 
ſhort, it was agreed tliat the Biſhop's Demand (as 
tis call'd) and the Dean's Reply ſhould be forthwith 
laid before the Queen, together with the Biſhop's other 
foremention'd Scruples in Reference to the Letters 
Patents; and that (if Her Majeſty ſhould, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Objections be pleas'd to repeat Her 
Commands for the giving Dr. Atterbury Poſſeſſion of 
the Deanery) Inſtitution ſhould be given. The Queen 
was pleas'd, by Her Principal Secretary of State to 
intimate Her Royal Pleaſure to the Biſhop to Inſti- 
tute the Dean; and was immediately obey*d, without 
any farther Delay. 


Now, Mr. Dean's Friends and Correſpondents 
have ſent abroad his Reaſons for not Complying with 
what he calls the Biſhop's Demand; and no body doubts 

but that hell ſhortly find a more proper Occaſion to 
| retract 


CIFY 

Fetratt any thing that may have caſualy fallen from his Pen. 
(if any ſuch thing has ſo fallen) i» Derogation of 
Her Majeſty's Supremacy : Or, it indeed there be no 
manner of Occaſion for any {ſuch Retractation, 
he will (at leaſt) convince his Dioceſan and Viſitor 
that his forerecited Words are capable of ſich a 
fair and candid Conſtruction, as ug way neceſſarily to 
iafer a Coordination with Her in the Soveraiynty of this 
Realm. The Biſhop is alſo willing that the World 
ſhould know what were the Inducements that pre- 
vaiPd with him, for ſome few Days, to decline the 
giving Inſtitution ; when ſeemingly commanded by his 
Soveraign, to whom he mult ever acknowledge 
himſelf oblig'd in the moſt ſtrict and ſacred Tyes 
of Duty and Gratitude. His Reaſons were chiefly 


theſe : 


1. Inſtitutions have always been given into the 
Deanry of Carlile in the very ſame Form with thoſe 
into the other (inferiour) Eccleſiaſtical Benefices in 
that Dioceſs: M hicli ſeems to prove that the Biſhop 
is equally, in both Caſes, Jade Ordinarius; and that 
he has a Right of conſidering the Abilities or Inſuf- 
ficiency of the Party preſented. The old Articalz 
Cleri do peremptorily aver, That the Examination of 
the Abilites of any Perſon preſented to an Eccleſi- 
aſtical Benefice (whether by the Soveraign or Subject) 
belongs to the Eccleſiaſtical Judge; and that, 4s 
this has ever been the Uſage heretofore, ſo it ought to 
continue hereafter. The 39th Canon (of 1603) pro- 
vides, That no Biſhop ſhall Inſtitute any to a Benefice, 


who hath been ordain d by any other Biſhop, except he 
| C | firſt 


Behaviour, if the 


3 

fir# ſhew unto him his Letters of Orders, and brin 
bim a ſufficient mas of his former good Life and 

iſhop ſhall require it : And laſtly, ſhall 
appear, upon due Examination, to be Worthy of his Mi- 
niſtry. The Statutes of the Church of Carlile, plainly 
enough, direct to this very Method: Statuimus, 
ſay they, & Ordinamus ut Decanus ſit Sacerdos Vite a: 
Fama integræ, Vir Doctus ac Eruditus, &c. Who can 
here be ſuppos'd to be the proper Judge of theſe Ca- 
pacities ? Moſt certainly, the Biſhop ; to whom (as 
the Authority of Inſtitution is firſt given, ſo) the 
ſole Power of inſpecting the Dean's Converſation, 


and the correcting of his Misbehaviours, is afterwards 
committed. 


2. Orthodoxy in the Momentous Point of the 
Regal Supremacy, whereon the whole Fabrick of our 
Engliſh Reformation fo much depends, is molt elpe- 
cially recommended (by all our Laws, Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil) to the Vigilant Care of the Prelates of 
this Church. Theold Oath of Supremacy was indeed 
laid aſide in the late Reign, anda ſhorter preſcrib'd : 
But the Doctrine therein aſſerted was never yet abro- 
gated. It continues ſtill firmly guarded and eftabliſh'd 
by our the Articles and Canons : And Statute-Law of 
che Realm (12. Eliz. cap. 13.) has religiouſly pro- 
vided, That, Fan) Perſon Eccleſiaſtical, or which ſhall 
have Eccleſiaſtical Living, ſhall adviſedly maintain or 

aſfirm any Doctrinr directly Contrary or Repugnant to any 
of the faid Articles; and, being ne. before the 
Biſhop of the Dioceſs, ſhall perſif therein, or not re- 
woke his Errour; ſuch perſiſting, &c. ſhall be jut Cauſe 
| ro 
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to deprive ſuch Perſon of his Ectleſiaſtical Promotions. 
The Biſhop verily believ'd ſeveral Paſſages in the 
Dean's Book to be direi?ly Contrary or Repugnaut to the 
27th Article; and he was aſſur'd, by many Con- 
current Teſtimonies of Reports, that our Common- 


Law would admit, as a juſt Reaſon for the Re- 


fuſal of Inſtitution, whatever the Statute had made 
a ſufficient Cauſe of Deprivation. 


>, The Biſhop was heretofore a Member of the 


ever Loyal Univerſity of Oxford ; and (in the be- 


ginning of 1683) brought thence ſuch Principles of 
Allegiance as were there commonly taught and 
practis d. ?Twas but a little before he left that Place 


that Mr. Sheringham's Treatiſe of Supremacy Was re- 


printed; being generally read and valu'd, both 


there and at Cambriage, as amoſt learned and truely 
excellent Diſcourſe: Soon after this, the Nye-Plet was 


diſcover'd: And thereupon a Meeting of the Heads 
of Houſes was held, to conſult about the framing 
of a Congratulatory Addrels, to be preſented to the 
King, on the Occaſion of that great Deliverance. 
It was firſt debated, Whether they ſhould Addreſs 
in the ſame Manner that others had done from moſt 
Parts of the Kingdom; or, Whether it would not 
hetter become them to expreſs their Joy in a Book of 
Verles, as had been done on the Dilcovery of the 
Pomder- plot. There was a _ Party for each 
Side of the Queſtion ; and neither of em was willing 


to ſubmit. A Third Propoſal was offer'd, and unani- 
mouſly embraced, That they ſhould preſent His 
Majeſty with a Solemn Abhorrence of all ſuch Schiſ- 
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matical and Trayterous Poſitions as might ſeem t9 
have Influenc*d the Conſpirators: Which was accord- 
ingly drawn up, preſented, and publiſh'd, under the 
Title of, The Judement and Decree of the Univerſity of 
Oxford, &c. Herein they declare it to be a Weceſſary 
Duty) at that Time, to ſearch into, ana lay open thoſe im. 


pions Dectrines, which, having of late been ſtudionſl, 
diſſeminated, gave Riſe and Gromih to thoſe Nefariois 


Attempts, and paſs upon them their publick Cenſure ad 
Decrce of Condemnation, The Fourtn Propoſition con- 
demn'd by this Decree (as falſe, ſeditious, and impious ) 
is this: The Soveraignty of England is in the three 
Eftates, viz. Ring, Lords, and Commons. As a Corol- 
lary to which, is added: Ihe Ming has but a Coordinate 
Power, and may be over-ruld by the other two. Vor 
theſe they refer their Readers to Mr. Rather fordꝰ's Lex 
Rex, and Mr. Hunton's Book of Mon. rchy ; the latter 
whereof was reprinted in 1680, when the fore- 
mentioned Conſpirators were laying the Foundations 
of their New Rebellion, in Order to the Subverſion 
of our antient Government, The Books, wherein 


theſe damrable Propofitions are advanc'd, were or- 


der'd to be barnt by the Hand of their Marſhal in the 
Court of their Schools; and the Decree it{clt to be Co- 
yy'd and Cummunicated to the ſeveral Colleges and Halls, 
and there publickly affix*d in their Libraries, Refectories, 
en ether fit Places, to be ſeen and read of all. 


4: The viſible Tendency, and preſent Uſe that was 


made of theſe revivd Principles of Sedition (as they 


were luppos'd to be) did nor a little ſtagger the Bi- 
thop. One of the Dean's Friends, ſoon after his Se- 
cond 


Soveraigu Head of the Great Body Politick of t 
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cond Edition of the Rights, &c. vindicated the Rights 
of the Lay Commons of Exgland in this manner: The 


King, Lords and Commons, united together, have an 


Abſolute Supream Power: And the ſeveral and parti- 
cular Powers lodg d in [each of] theſe, as Branches of 
the Supream Authority; muSt in their Nature be Supream 
and Abſolute againit all but one another. The plain 
Meaning whereof, can be no other than this: The 
King of England has a Supream and Abſolute Power 
over all (And, who are they?) except Lords and 
Commons : The Lords have the like Power over all, 


except King and Commons: And the Commons are 


abſolutely Supream over all, except the King and 
Lords. This laſt is an Authority of a good hand- 
ſome Extent; whereas the other two are Fooleries 
and Cyphers. Another carry'd the Argument a little 
higher: The People, ſays he, are a third Part (in good 
time!) of the Soveraiguty: And, whenever any of the 
three Eſtates becomes Subordinate to, or Dependant upon, 
either cf the other two; the civil Ballance, wheretn lies 
gur iy, is deſtroyd, The Concluſion drawn, by 


team Author, from theſe Premiſes, is, The Com- 


ons, being the only indiſpenſably neceſſary Part of 4 
(.ormowealth, their Safety and Security ought to be con- 
fulted, and provided for, before that of any Branch; and 
even azainzt it, if ever they ſhall happen to be w—_— 
ent. Indeed, in this happy Reign, the former of theſe 
Gentlemen ſeems to have deſerted thoſe popular Prin- 
ciples which influenc'd him in the laſt : For he now 
affirms, That the Queen is neither One of the three 
Eſtates, nor does She conſtitute a Fourth; but he is the 
is Ring- 

dom. 
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am. This, tis to be hoped, will be ever aſſented to, 


as the proper and ſtaunch Doctrine of the Eſtabliſped 
Church of Exg/axd : Being agreeable to the late glori- 


ous Act of Parliament (for ſetling the Tenths, Cc.) 


which ſoon after follouv'd; and which, in expreſs 
Terms, declares Her preſent Majeſty the ot; Susream 
Head on Earth of the faid Church. 


To conclude, The preſent Biſhop of Car!:7- (u l 


had never been on the South - ſide of Trent, from tlie 


laſt Year of King Charles the Second's Reign to the 
very laſt Months of the late King William's) was as 
much ſurprized at theſe Poſitions, in a Book that pre- 
tended to aſſert the Rights of the Exgliſb Church, as 
any Man could poſſibly be. This, with the unac- 
countable Treatment which he likewiſe had from the 
Author, brought him to London: And the Diſcoveries 
he there made of the true Intent and Deſign of theſe 
new Principles, ſhall be accounted for in a ſecond 
Paper; if this be not thought enough, or too much, 
upon the Subject. 
J am, Sir, Tours, &. 
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LETTER from the South, 


By way of Anſwer to the late Letter fr om a 


NORTHERN DIVINE; 


Giving an Account of a very ſtrange Attempt 


made by Dr. A. towards Antedating the Re- 
1 of his Predeceſſor in the Deanery 
of Carliſle, ry 


; | 
OUR Letter from the North was ſo much a 
70 Surprize to us here, that we were almoſt apt 
co queſtion the Truth of it: For we could hard- 
ly imagine that a Dean, who in the Convocation- Contro- 
verfy had thrown the Church upon the abſolute Mercy 
of the State, ſhould drop any thing that derogates from 
the Royal Supremacy: And we were more unwilling 
to believe,that Dr. 4. who valued himſelf upon Records 
and Original Conſtitution, ſhould betray an Tgnorance 
in the Common Forms of Intitling himſelf to a New 
Preferment. For theſe and other Reaſons, we were flow 
| in 
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in depending upon thoſe Matters of Fact which 
your Letter repreſents; but upon further Enqui- 
ry we are fully ſatisfied in the Truth of them; and we 
hear that Mr. Dean himſef does not labour to Deny 


them, though he has a very Excellent Art of bringing 
off himſelf from any fort of Imputation that he thinks 


no Credit to him. But it ſeems in this Caſe, he has 
been ſo far from denying one Main Part of the Charge, 


the invalidity of his Title by the Miſtake of his Inſtru- 


ments, that he has confeſs'd the Error, and has attempt- 
ed to mend it in a very extraordinary manner. For 
being ſenſible that the Deanery of Carliſie was to be 
Vacated by Reſignation of Dr. Grahme before he 
could have any Legal Collation to it; and yet bein 

Conſcious, that he had taken a Collation near a Montk 
before his Predeceſſor had Reſign'd ; he was now to 
invent a way of Amendment, that if it had ſucceeded, 
muſt have run into a much more extravagant Error. For 
on the gth of Jauuary laſt, Mr. Dean of Car/ifle, by the 
Intereſt of Mr. Strat---invites the Dean of Wells his Pre- 
deceſſor to a Place, that was to make the Plot the more 
Succeſsful : At this Place and in ſome ſingular Company, 
on January 10. he deſires the Dean of Wells to Ante- 
date his Reſignation, and inſtead of the 5th of Auguſt, 
to Date it on the 8th of July, that ſo it might be re- 
concil'd to his Letters Patents of Collation. Mr. Dean 


of Mells at the firſt Motion thought this to be a very odd 


Propoſal, and before he could think of coming into it; 
he deſir'd a Day's time to conſider of it. Within that 
time he prudently conſults with an able Civilian and 
other Friends, and receives from them this Advice, 
That, Dr. 4tterbarys Letters Patents being W 
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and his own Reſignation Inrolbd in Chancery, to offer 


at any Alteration of them when they ſtood upon Re- 


cord, would bea very Ill and Scandalous as well as Dan- 
gerous Practice. The Dean of Wels found this Opinion 
to be agreeable to his own: Judgment, and to his Senſe 


of Integrity and Honour: And therefore the next Morn- 
ing he ſent a civil Letter to Dr. Atterbury, and excuſed 


himſelf from Meeting on that Occaſion that Day, be- 
cauſe he could not poſſibly comply with his Deſires of 
altering the Date of his Reſignation. When Dr. A. 


ſaw that this Deſign would not take, there was ſtill 


another Step made that ſeems wider than the other : 


For a Friend of his did on the Saturday following make 


a Motion to a Conſiderable Officer in the Chancery, 
that the Date of the Reſignation might be alter*d in the 
Roll it ſelf ; but this Propoſal was likewiſe Rejected, 


I preſume, with great Indignation, as if it had been a 


Snare to incurr the Forfeiture of a Place. And ſo the 
Publick Inſtruments are ſtill irregular, and the Doctor's 
whole Title Null and Void, as the World will apprehend 
from this ſtrange Working of his own Fears. It ſeems 
the Lord Biſhop of Carliſ has taken frequent Opportu- 
nities to aſſure his Friends, - that Inſtitution was given 
upon Her Majeſty's repeated Commands by Her Princi- 
pal Secretary of State, and not upon the faulty Letters 
Patents : But whether the Chapter will think themſelves 
fate in joyning (in any Capitular Act) with a Dean 
thus Qualify'd, is not yet determined. All I ſhall fay 
|; his, In our Civil Law, that is to Govern us 

very much in our Church Affairs, if ſuch a Practice of 
the alteration of Dates had ſucceeded,it muſt have been cal- 
led Crimen Falſi;and the bare Attempt of doing it is in the 
: RE. ſame 
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2 Vindication of it will ſpecdily be publiſh'd. 
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| Suborngtto kale Ther Tim told by ſome Per. 
ſons Eearn'd in the aw: gut there being three Gentlemen 
concerned in this Extraordinary Attempt ; a Civilan, a 
Common- Lawyer, and a Firſt-rate-Hiſtorian, in higgwa 
Opinion ; It is not doubted, but if either Law or Hiſto- 
ry can mitigate the Guilt and Scandal of ſuch a Practice, 
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